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"Clarity and Mystery" or "The Allure of Encounter"?: Terri Lyne Carrington, Greg Osby, Adam Rogers and 
Jimmy Haslip with STRUCTURE.

When making connections, chemistry is as important in jazz as it is for love. And when the sparks fly, the most 
sublime things become possible. So it is in this particular instance, when four top American musicians are thrown 
together under a most clinical sounding title. STRUCTURE is the name to which drummer Terri Lyne Carrington, 
saxophonist Greg Osby, guitarist Adam Rogers and bassist Jimmy Haslip give their collaboration. Immediately on 
listening to the ten tracks - nine originals by the band members and one song by Joni Mitchell - you sense an 
alluring creative bond between the musicians. Carrington's words can be applied to all the band members: "I am 
only as good as those with whom I am playing. I must be inspired in order to really burn."

STRUCTURE is the meeting of four exceptionally robust individuals. Although three of them have been celebrated 
band leaders on their own individual projects, here they are able to indulge themselves in being a band of equals 
- the function of leader and responsibility moves from one to another. An enormously flexible four-piece is the 
result: with a music that comes from many different sources but seems as if it has been died from a single cast.

Looking at all these musicians' exceptional abilities this will come as no surprise. It is worth considering the 
previous work of each in turn. Terri Lyne Carrington, who started on the drums at the tender age of seven, has 
been the drummer of choice for stars such as Wayne Shorter, Herbie Hancock and Al Jarreau, yet since the 80s 
has been celebrated as an incisive composer, arranger and leader: a brilliant incisive technician with a perceptive 
ear. Saxophonist Greg Osby, known as a co-founder of the avantgarde collective M-Base among other things, 
has also, since the 1980s, been rated as one of the most important stars on the international jazz scene: a man 
with a cool, clear tone and an astounding complexity to his playing. He develops everchanging perspectives on 
musical lines from refined harmonies and has featured with various exceptional groups of his own.

The other two members of the band sit so well together in the partnership. Adam Rogers, reasonably well known 
for his excellent CD "Allegory" (2003), is a bright rising star in the jazz firmament, who moves superbly in a 
universe of complex harmonies and is renowned for his playing with colleagues such as tenor saxophonist Chris 
Potter or bass genius Scott Colley. And, finally, Jimmy Haslip, who adores Jaco Pastorius, Jimi Hendrix, but also 
Paul McCartney, belongs to the new generation of electric bass guitar practitioners, who has lent the deep sound 
of his instrument to musicians from Vince Mendoza through Randy Brecker and Pat Metheny to Joe Cocker: an in-
demand virtuoso with a broad palette of styles.
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STRUCTURE has become a sonic adventure performed to the highest level while boasting a plethora of many-
sided influences. Not only is there a special technical empathy between the musicians but the tracks also emit a 
particularly atmospheric character. Made of the finest materials, often as delicate as they are powerful - and not 
least as sensual as crude - the compositions suck you in the most enjoyable ways. A tight and interlocking 
ensemble too create a greater dynamism.

Rarely does one find such a delicate clarity and mystery so organically merged. This is particularly the case for 
the one apparently out-of-character piece on the album: the political anthem "Ethiopia" written by Joni Mitchell, 
who Terri Lyne Carrington admires for her qualities as a memorable, expressive singer. The listener can hardly 
fail to be moved by the statement of optimum intensity achieved by the playing of the whole band. Thus behind 
the seemingly neutral and objective word STRUCTURE lurks so many other significant aspects.

The CD:
STRUCTURE – Terri Lyne Carrington, Greg Osby, Adam Rogers, Jimmy Haslip – ACT 9427-2 – LC 07644

Line up:
Terri Lyne Carrington - drums, percussion, vocal
Greg Osby - alto saxophone
Adam Rogers - acoustic and electric guitar
Jimmy Haslip - bass

Tracks:
1. Mindful Intent 2. Black Halo 3. Ethiopia   4. The Invisible 5. Spiral 6. Facets Square
7. Solace 8. Fire 9. Omega 10. Columbus, Ohio

Recorded in November 2003 at Castle Oaks Studio, Calabasas, CA, USA
Mixed and mastered by Richard Breen
Produced by Terri Lyne Carrington and Jimmy Haslip
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