
 

 
 
ACT has always boasted an impressive roster of jazz pianists: Esbjörn Svensson, Jan Lundgren, Ramon Valle, 
Kevin Hays, Don Friedman, Richie Beirach, Vijay Iyer, Joachim Kühn, Michael Wollny, as well as recent signing 
Vladyslav Sendecki and Yaron Herman, soon to release his debut recording for the label.  This exclusive list now 
also includes one of the best Italian jazz musicians around, one who stands alongside globally renowned names 
such as Stefano Bollani and Enrico Pieranunzi - the Roman pianist Danilo Rea.  Since his 1975 debut in the Trio di 
Roma group with bass player Enzo Pietropaoli and drummer Roberto Gatto (he still works with both today), Rea has 
established himself internationally.  Even though he has only performed in the USA three times, he has played with 
many US stars in Europe from Chet Baker, Lee Konitz, Steve Grossman and Michael Brecker to Billy Cobham, Gato 
Barbieri, Joe Lovano, Kenny Wheeler and John Scofield.  
 
Listening to Rea quickly reveals what predestined him for such a career. On the one hand it is his diversity; 
before he turned his attentions to jazz, Rea studied classical piano at the Santa Cecilia Conservatory in Rome, but 
during that time he was also interested in progressive rock.  On the other hand it is his improvisational imagination; 
he has often been compared to Keith Jarrett because of his fondness for creating solo suites out of and for the 
moment, the way in which he accesses existing music and, not least, because of his alchemical ability to transfer 
these “templates” into his own style. 
 
In contrast to Jarrett though, Rea gets his inspiration less from the Great American Songbook and more from his 
own Italian music tradition – from classical to Ennio Morricone to Italian-pop. It is therefore hardly surprising that in 
his homeland, he is regarded as the great lyricist amongst jazz musicians, an accolade which he highlighted with 
his interpretive 2007 set of operatic melodies with the solo CD Lirico.  Parallel to his jazz playing, Rea has always 
been active in Italian pop music, playing with many cantautori – singer-songwriters and singers – such as Claudio 
Baglioni, Domenico Modugno, Gianni Morandi, Pino Daniele and Mina. 
 
All these qualities can now be found on Rea’s ACT debut, the tenth album in the “Piano Works” series with which 
Rea continues with two ACT traditions. The first of these is Schloss Elmau, where the album was recorded – a luxury 
retreat in a picturesque setting in the heart of the Klais valley which has been a favoured place of inspiration for 
many ACT artists. Esbjörn Svensson called the stronghold his “favourite hideaway”, while Nils Landgren, Michael 
Wollny with Joachim Kühn and most recently, Vladyslav Sendecki have all recorded great sessions there. 
 
Many ACT musicians also have a fondness for homage to other great figures – Rigmor Gustafsson with Michel 
Legrand and Dionne Warwick; radio.string.quartet.vienna with John McLaughlin’s Mahavishnu Orchestra; Nguyên 
Lê’s great love of Jimi Hendrix or Oddjob’s fascination with the themes of Clint Eastwood’s films.  Danilo Rea’s solo 
album recorded at Schloss Elmau has the subtitle, “A Tribute to Fabrizio De André”. Largely unknown outside of 
Italy, De André was called “Faber” by his fans and friends, and until his premature death in 1999 was one of the 
most famous cantautori in Italy who performed socially challenging and inspiring songs, often written about the 
more impoverished and downtrodden members of society – his works are still featured in school text books in Italy 
today. Stripped of their actual word meaning, masterpieces such as the early hit, La Canzone di Marinella (1963) 
or Il Pescatore, are the ideal inspiration for Rea’s creative power. 
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From the frenzied, almost classic study of the opening Bocca di Rosa, the chromatically dazzling ballad Oona 
(combined with Caro Amore), and the swinging syncopated blues of La Ballata Dell’Amore Cieco, through to self-
indulgent melancholy (La Stagione del tuo Amore) and free jazz impressions (Girotondo), Danilo Rea succeeds in 
creating a tribute to De André’s melodies which is simply overflowing with melodic and technical brilliance, true to 
the motto which Rea learnt from his classical teacher Lilliana Vallazza: “She always said to me, whatever you play, 
always think of the sound. When you play a key, make it profound.”  His solo recording is outstanding evidence of 
how profoundly Rea is able to apply this, note for note. And at the same time, it gives listeners the long overdue 
opportunity to get to know two of Italy’s most important musicians: Danilo Rea and Fabrizio De André. 
 
The CD: 
Piano Works X: Danilo Rea at Schloss Elmau “A Tribute to Fabrizio De André” – ACT 9759-2 – LC 07644 
 
Line Up: 
Danilo Rea / Steinway grand piano 
 
Tracks: 
01 Bocca di Rosa 4:16   06 La Stagione del tuo Amore 3:22 
02 Oona / Caro Amore 6:23  07 Girotondo 3:55 
03 Il Pescatore 5:52   08 La Canzone di Marinella 5:48 
04 Ave Maria 5:06   09 Highlands 3:45 
05 La Ballata Dell´Amore Cieco 4:41 10 Carlo Martello 6:36  
11 Valzer per un amore 6:33 
 
 
All songs written by Fabrizio De André, except: “Oona” and “Highlands” by Danilo Rea, “Caro Amore” (Concierto 
de Aranjuez) by Joaquín Rodrigo Vidre / Recorded January 28 & 29, 2010 at Schloss Elmau by Adrian von Ripka. 
Mastered by Adrian von Ripka / Produced by Siggi Loch 
 
ACT - The Art in Music: 
Cover art: “AYA” 74 von Annelies Strba, 2005, mit Genehmigung der Künstlerin 
 
More music from Schloss Elmau: 
Vladyslav Sendecki “Solo Piano at Schloss Elmau” (ACT 9485-2) 
Piano Works IX: Joachim Kühn & Michael Wollny live at Schloss Elmau (ACT 9758-2) 
Nils Landgren, Viktoria Tolstoy, Michael Wollny, a.o. “Magic Moments Live at Schloss Elmau” (ACT 9480-2) 
 
Distributors:  
edel:kultur (DE / AT), Musikvertrieb (CH), Challenge Records Int. (Benelux), Harmonia Mundi (FR), Harmonia Mundi 
(UK), Bonnier Amigo Music Group (SE/FI), Allegro-Nail Distribution (US), A&N Music (GR), Andante Music (RO), 
Apostrophe (RU), AS Jahipaun (EE), C&L Records (KR), CD Bar (HU), Dargil (PT), DC Comp (UA), Outside 
Distribution (CA), Divyd (SK), Dukyan Meloman (BG), Egea (I), Equinox Music (TR), GIGI Distribution (PL), 
Gramofon (BA), Intek (SI+HR), Jassics (ZA), Jazzworld (HK), JSC "Bomba" (LT), Karonte (ES), Musikklosen (NO), 
One-Hifi (RS), Planet MGM Distribution (AU), Southbound Records (NZ), Sundance (DK), Videoarts Music Inc. (JP), 
2HP (CZ) 
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